
Mark Your Calendars: 
 
• PTO Meeting 

Tuesday, March 10 
8:00 a.m., MPR 
 

• Early Dismissal Day 
Friday, March 13 
12:15 p.m. 
 

• Spring Break 
Monday-Friday 
March 16-20 
School is closed 
 
 
 

Dear Parents,  
 
The PTO is excited to announce that we are selling tiles and raising funds for the WUES 
Back Playground.  Thank you in advance for your support of this important project and 
improvement to our school.  Here is the link: 
 
https://cwsclients.wufoo.com/forms/west-university-pto-back-playground-project/ 
 
We have a PTO meeting tomorrow morning (Tuesday, March 10) at 8:00AM in the MPR. 
Come enjoy pastries and coffee provided by our corporate sponsor Frost Bank. 
 
Please contact me for questions or concerns. Visit westupto.org for more information and 
our calendar of events. 
 
Magnetized to WUES, 
 
Elizabeth Karkowsky, WUES PTO President  
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Principal’s Place 
 Breaking news:  HISD has decided to delay the capping proposal for one year for Roberts, 

Twain, and West University Elementary Schools.  We received word last Friday that the 
implementation of the “Boundary Option” for The Rice School will be delayed until the 
2016-2017 school year.  There may be a few tweaks in this plan before the Board of 
Trustees meets this Thursday, March 12.  Our Board member Mr. Mike Lunceford, is 
encouraging the HISD Office of School Support to come up with a better plan to address 
overcrowding at these schools.  I will notify you if anything changes. 
 
Please join me in congratulating two of our excellent teachers who have been selected to 
represent our school. 
 
Teacher of the Year:  Three cheers for Kindergarten Teacher Whitney Loxterkamp!  
Whitney began teaching here in August of 2009.  She is now the Kindergarten Grade Chair 
and we all know of what a great job she does with her kids.  Well done! 
 
Outstanding Young Educator:  A big hip, hip, hooray for 4th Grade Teacher Courtney 
Schlichting!  Courtney came to West U from Emerson Elementary in August 2013.  She 
teaches Math for the switch groups.  This year she took on the Spelling Bee Coordinator 
role and did a super job.  Way to go, Courtney! 
 
We are proud of the work of these two teachers.  
 
Have a marvelous week and a great Spring Break! 
 
John T. Threet, Principal 

PTO President’s Notes 
 

https://cwsclients.wufoo.com/forms/west-university-pto-back-playground-project/
http://westupto.org/


The WUES PTO thanks Frost Bank for their support as a Corporate 
Sponsor this school year.   
 

 
Frost has helped six generations of Texans with their financial needs, growing to become one of the 50 largest U.S. 
banks by assets.  The first bank in the nation to turn down TARP bailout funds under the TARP in 2008, Frost offers 
growing businesses and individuals a broad range of banking, investment and insurance services. 
Frost consistently ranks at the very top in national customer satisfaction surveys for both consumers and businesses. 
These results reflect the company’s culture and value proposition. 
While its way of doing business is based on a personal approach and old-fashioned values, Frost also embraces the 
latest tools and leading-edge technologies, including a top-rated apps for iPhone and Android devices. 
 
For more information about this Texas bank, visit their website at:   https://www.frostbank.com/Pages/default.aspx ) 
 

 

 

PTO Corner 
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י ו ם ה  ו ל ד ת חמש  , Happy Birthday, Maligayang Bati!  The following students are celebrating 
their birthdays this week by donating a book to our school library: 
 

Caroline Colt March 9th Matthew Teti March 17th 
Isabelle Holtorf March 9th Aisling Emmanuelle Hu March 18th 
Angus Lipski March 9th David Donaldson March 19th 
Maverick Law March 10th Charlie Leach March 19th 
Natalie Torgerson March 10th Luke Edgecomb March 20th 
Dominic King March 11th Matias Estrada March 20th 
Lydia Sheffield March 12th Sydney Chon March 20th 
Kate Jurkash March 12th Emma Pierce March 20th 
Mattie Edwards March 13th Gabriella Alves March 21st 
Cristian Bandovic March 14th Erin Lynch March 21st 
Isabelle Pesikoff March 15th Henry Silva March 21st 
Alec Lipski March 15th Chelsea Chretien March 21st 
Sean Edwards March 16th Topher Detmering March 22nd 
Yosef Elyashkevich March 16th Jaina Jhunjhunwala March 22nd 
Jonathan Reed March 16th Pragyarnav Mishra March 22nd 
Paige Berger March 17th Taylor Klesel March 22nd 
Mosa Kalaf March 17th Grace Chumpitaz March 22nd 
Zara Talgat March 17th   

 
Thank you very much for supporting West U Elementary Library!  
 
If you would like to order a Birthday Book Club membership for your child, log on to www.westupto.org  and sign up online 
or, download a form and leave it with a check in the PTO blue box located at the front office. Please, note that all orders are 
due NO LATER THAN Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m. to be included in the following week’s Pony Express. If you any questions, please 
contact Tracy Benner (tracymbenner@yahoo.com) or Guadalupe Harper (guadacarlesso@hotmail.com).  

Birthday Book Club 

Thanks to Our Corporate Sponsor:  Frost Bank 
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Dear Parent(s): 
 
We are sharing this information about the district and your child’s campus with you as part of our 
obligations under the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB).  These reports are based 
on data from 2013-2014. 
 
Federal Report Cards for the state, the district, and each of the district’s campuses are now 
available on the district’s website at this link: http://www.houstonisd.org/Domain/8026 or are 
also available on the Texas Education Agency’s website at: 
http://tea.texas.gov/About_TEA/Laws_and_Rules/NCLB_and_ESEA/NCLB-
ESEA_Resources/Federal_Report_Card/.  
 
Information on these report cards includes: 
Part I:  Percent Tested and Student Achievement by Proficiency Level – Provides the State of Texas Assessment of Academic 
Readiness (STAAR) performance results and participation for each subject area and grade level tested. 
Participation reports also include reports of the participation of Children with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) by 
assessment type. 
 
Part II:  Student Achievement and State Academic Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs) – Provides the AMO outcomes 
and data table of STAAR performance results for each subject area tested in the accountability subset. This section also 
includes participation rates on STAAR for reading/English and mathematics, use of alternative assessments, plus four-year 
and five-year graduation rates. 
 
Part III:  Priority and Focus Schools – Priority schools are the lowest 5% of Title I served campuses based on performance in 
reading and mathematics and graduation rates.  Focus schools are 10% of Title I served campuses, not already identified as 
priority schools, that have the widest gaps between student group performance and safeguard targets.  Note:  not 
applicable to West U. 
 
Part IV:  Teacher Quality Data – Provides information on teacher quality in three parts. 
Part A – Percent of Teachers by Highest Degree Held – Professional qualifications of all public elementary and secondary 
teachers in the Texas. 
 
Part B and C – Teachers with Emergency/Provisional Credentials, Highly Qualified (HQ) Teachers Low Poverty/Low Poverty 
Summary Reports – Percentage of all public elementary and secondary school teachers teaching with emergency or 
provisional credentials, and the percentage of classes in the state not taught by highly qualified teachers disaggregated by 
high-poverty compared to low-poverty schools. 
 
Part V: Graduates Enrolled in Texas Institution of Higher Education (IHE) – Provides the percentage of students who enroll 
and begin instruction at an institution of higher education in Texas during the school year (fall or spring semester) following 
high school graduation.  Note:  only attendance rates are listed for elementary schools. 
 
Part VI:  Statewide National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Results – Provides most recent NAEP results for 
Texas showing reading and mathematics performance results and participation rates, disaggregated by student group. 
Note:  we did not participate in the NAEP testing.  Only select schools are tested and represent the entire state. 
 
If you have difficulty accessing the information from the website, hard copies of the reports are available at the district or 
campus office.   
 
Cordially, 
 
John T. Threet, Principal 

 

 

 

 
Federal School Report Card:  No Child Left Behind 
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Each month teachers nominate Citizens of the Month based on the character trait of the month.  This month’s trait is 
“kindness”.  These students were nominated by their teachers based on the way they exemplify kindness. 
 
Charlotte Smith, Mrs. McClintock’s 3rd Grade Class  
Mrs. McClintock said, “It was easy choosing Charlotte as our citizen of the month for kindness. Kindness is a characteristic 
that Charlotte has exuberated every day since school has begun. She not only walks around with a smile on her face; she is 
willing to help others; is a cheerful friend and has a laugh that is contagious. When I look at Charlotte I see a girl who would 
go out of her way to be kind and help anyone in need. I am very proud to have Charlotte in my class!” 
 
Charlotte’s favorite book is 11 Birthdays by Wendy Mass. Her favorite subject is math. When she grows up she wants to be a 
scuba diver. About West U she said, “I like how all the teachers are really nice.”  Charlotte said her heroes are, “my parents 
because whenever I have a problem, they are always there for me.” To make West U No Place for Hate she said, “I am 
always nice to people.” 
 
Christopher Hanson, Mrs. Saleem’s Kindergarten Class 
Mrs. Saleem said, “Christopher Hanson is a very kind boy who uses great manners at school. He treats his classmates with 
respect every day.” 
 
Christopher’s favorite book is Mabel Takes the Ferry by Emily Chetkowski. His favorite subject is math. When he grows up he 
wants to be a soccer player. What he loves about West U is, “the nice teachers are nice.”  Christopher said his heroes are, 
“my mom and dad because they help me with my homework.”  To make West U No Place for Hate he said, “I play with 
people at recess when they don’t have anyone to play.” 
 
Mrs. McLamb’s   3rd Grade Class 
Mrs. McLamb said, “I’d like to nominate my entire class for citizen of the month for Kindness.  This class of students is the 
nicest group that I have ever had.  I love it that they cheer each other on for acknowledgements and console when things 
may go wrong.  For example, they applaud when one of their classmates does well on a test or gets a certificate of 
achievement in Xtra Math.  They are eager to help each other out in some hands on activity when a fellow classmate may be 
falling behind.  They work so well in small group assignment even when they are assigned partners.  The Ancillary teachers 
always comment that my class is well behaved during their classes.  I am proud of them and I want to acknowledge them to 
the rest of the school.”                                                                                                                                                    Continued on next page 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us to volunteer for WUES Art Night – March 26, 2015 (K – 2nd grades)! 
Participating in this event is a great way to get to know fellow WU parents and 
get involved with your kids. No artistic talent or experience is necessary.  
 
This is an interactive event where your help is really needed and appreciated. To 
register, please go to this website: 
 www.SignUpGenius.com/go/9040B48A9AE2AAA8-artnight/11248411 
 
Come out with your kids and get magnetized to creativity! Through this fun event, 
we will help our kids experience crafts as well as performing arts. Siblings 
welcome, and older siblings welcome to volunteer! 
 
For more information, please contact co-chairs: Heather Curran Kelly (heather.curran.kelly@gmail.com) and Nancy 
Attra (nsattra@gmail.com).   
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Volunteers Needed for Art Night 2nd Shift 

Citizens of the Month 

PTO Corner 
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Connor Chan, Ms. McKenzie’s 1st Grade Class 
Ms. McKenzie said, “Connor is kind to everyone, without 
expecting anything in return. He gives all of his friends 
the “West U Wave” in the hallway, even if he has not 
talked to them since kindergarten, and he tells me good 
morning both in Cantonese and in English when he comes 
to school. Connor makes sure everyone feels included at 
recess by letting them play with him.” 
 
Conner’s favorite books are The Magic Tree House Series by Mary Pope Osborne 
and Sal Murdocca. His favorite subject is mathematics. When he grows up he 
wants to be an engineer. What he loves about West U is, “the teachers. They 
help us to learn.”  Conner said his hero is, “my mom because she helps me with 
my homework.” To make West U No Place for Hate he said, “I don’t bully people 
and I am respectful.” 
 
Erin Bray, Ms. Webb’s 1st Grade Class 
Ms. Webb said, “Erin shows kindness by extending her friendship to kids that 
don’t have many friends.  She asks kids who don’t have anyone to play with, if 
they would like to play with her.  Erin offers to help those that are less able to 
complete a task.  She keeps peace between her classmates and she always has a 
smile on her face.” 
 
Erin’s favorite book is Barbie and the Three Musketeers by Mary Man-Kong. Her 
favorite subject is math. When she grows up she wants to be a Rockett. She said 
what she loves about West U is, “the teachers and how they take care of me.”  
Erin said her hero is, “Ms. Webb because she is always nice and always smiles.” 
To make West U No Place for Hate she said, “I smile at people; clean up the 
classroom and playground; I don’t talk in class and I’m a little bit honest.” 
 
Congratulations to all of these students for being selected as our Citizens of the 
Month! 
 
Michael Connolly, School Counselor 
 

Registration is now open for School Year 2015 - 2016!  Priority registration is going on now.  Open 
registration for new incoming WUES students will begin March 30.  Registrations may be turned into 
iKids or the WUES front office.  iKids U offers a variety of after-school opportunities onsite at WUES, 
including Stay & Play, Enrichment, and One on One services.  Please contact iKids at 713-665-5200 or 
info@ikidsinc.com for any questions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is the policy of the Houston Independent School District not to discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, ancestry, national origin, sex, handicap or 
disability, marital status, religion, veteran status, political affiliation, sexual orientation, gender identity and/or gender expression, or any other basis 
prohibited by law in its educational or employment programs and activities. 

Wes t Un i ve rs i t y  
E lemen ta ry  Schoo l  

3756 University Blvd. 
Houston, TX  77005 

Phone: 
713-295-5215 

Fax: 
713-667-8514 

 
We’re on the Web! 

visit us on the web at: 
www.westues.org  

 
John T. Threet 

Principal 

Tracey L. Wyatt 
Magnet Coordinator 

Amber Pinchback 
Assistant Principal 
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Citizens of the Month (continued) 

iKids U After-School, 2015-2016 Registration 
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